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Sassan's understanding of his subjects is
based on their physical and mental
individualism, as well as occasionally their
trace in history. Sassan says his work
originates from his direct experience with the
world. 

With his multiple focus, restless drive and
democratic approach, Sassan is able to
capture the vibrant yet intimate details of his
subjects within the genres of portraiture,
installations and photography.

Born on 1st February 1984 in Paris, Sassan
Behnam Bakhtiar was surrounded by the art
world from a very early age. With passionate
artists for parents, he began taking an interest
in painting, installation, photography and
sculptural disciplines, over the years
developing a deep passion for all. 

As Sassan grew older, alongside obtaining his
academic degrees, he studied and experi-
mented with various mediums in his art studio.
In his works, Sassan has developed a distinct
approach, which translates the subject in
question into a contemporary statement
following his aesthetic perception of clean
lines and his choices of materials, all while
continuously exploring and drawing inspiration
from his view of the past and the present. 

Sassan, who is currently based in Saint Jean
Cap Ferrat, has exhibited internationally from
Abu Dhabi to the south of France, and
currently has selected works on public display
at London's award winning art academy
Debut Contemporary - one of eight art
businesses reshaping the art market globally. 

Sassan's latest series of works, 'The Real
Me', consists of a unique mix of installations

and photography, where he "represents a
clear picture of the reality behind most Iranians
today, contrary to what the global media tries
to portray," says Sassan. "This series of works
is a result of my frustration towards the
orchestrated brainwash of international media
against my fellow nationals." 

Sassan's work ‘Cap-Ferrat’ from the same
series has just been selected by Sotheby's to
be put on exhibition in Los Angeles from 15th
to 17th September and for auction later in
New York at the Sotheby's Contemporary Day
Sale on 12th November 2014.

Another of his latest body of works, 'A Reason
to Fight', is linked to the struggles of Sassan's
home country, Iran, against the military coup
of Iraq. "This is my representation of the
strength and undying values of each Iranian
involved in this war, which lasted from
September 1980 to August 1988," reveals
Sassan. "It is also known as the longest
conventional war of the 20th century and the
most violent conflict after the 2nd World War."

The series, says the artist, has been put
together through many months of research
and will be exhibited by the internationally
renowned Silk Road Gallery in Tehran during
December 2014 and January 2015.

Above: Sassan Behnam Bakhtiar with his portrait
of Soraya Esfandiari Bakhtiari, gold leaf and
acrylic on canvas, portraiture series, 2013. Far
right: Baradaraneh Man - My Brothers. The Real
Me series 

EEmmaaiill.. sassan@s-b-b.net
WWeebb.. www.s-b-b.net
IInnssttaaggrraamm..  www.instagram.com/sassanbehnambakhtiar
FFaacceebbooookk.. www.facebook.com/pages/Sassan-
Behnam-Bakhtiar/
TTwwiitttteerr..  www.twitter.com/SassanBB
CChhaarriittyy:: Magic of Persia - www.magicofpersia.com
AArrtt  AAccaaddeemmyy//MMuusseeuumm:: Debut Contemporary -
www.debutcontemporary.com
PPrroojjeecctt:: Project Gallery Cap-Ferrat  
www.project-gallery.com

Sassan Behnam Bakhtiar may be the new kid on the block, but his works have already
been sold by Christie's auction house, alongside those by the reputable Parviz Tanavoli,
Shirin Neshat, Farhad Moshiri, Reza Derakhshani, Charles Hossein Zenderoudi and
many more. The latest to sell was his portrait of Soraya Esfandiari Bakhtiari - a member
of the artist's own family tree and an artwork true to Sassan's signature style.

An art lovers’
exhibition

i t is an art exhibition for art lovers; an impressive collection
from the private reserves of François Pinault, featuring
everything from famous creations to rare pieces; linking
past and present, emotion and curiosity.

The ArtLovers exhibition is the Grimaldi Forum's cultural sum-
mer highlight. 

"This is the 6th instalment of a  'Beyond the walls' programme
offering a reinterpretation of almost 40 major works of the col-
lection with the underlying theme that art feeds off art, art trans-
forms art," said Catherine Alestchenkoff, director of cultural
events at the Grimaldi Forum.

The exhibition was devised by Martin Bethenod, director of the
Palazzo Grassi Punta della Dogana, and aims to reinterpret the
works through their links, explicit or private, to previous pieces. 

"The continuum between past and present reflects both obvious
and more subtle historical differences," explained Alestchenkoff.
"Martin Bethenod - curator of the exhibition - insisted that
knowledge of the chosen works not be a requirement. The inter-
action of past and present is not imposed on the visitors. The
process is explained but everyone is free to walk through the
exhibition as they like and to be aware or not of the comparison
between the presented works and the ones they evoke."

To do this, visitors can access a large range of informative tools:
explanatory plaques, visual/audio guides, exhibition representa-
tives in each room, an information area at the end of the visit and
the distribution of pamphlets in each section. 

"The diversity of the Pinault collection is significant, with Europe,
Asia, America, and the Middle East represented, as well as
decades from the 1960s to modern day," said the cultural direc-
tor. "The range of media chosen is impressive, including paint-
ings, sculptures, installations, videos and pencil drawings."

Artists featured include Damien Hirst, Jeff Koons, Bertrand
Lavier, Louise Lawler, Sherrie Levine, Paul McCarthy and
Jonathan Monk. It will open on 12th July and run until 7th
September.

Cassandra Tanti/Elizabeth Brauders

Above: Bourgeois Bust, Jeff Koons. Right: Maurizio Cattelan’s
work, untitled

Saint Jean Cap Ferrat based young Iranian artist taking 
confident steps in contemporary art world

Cap-Ferrat by Sassan Behnam Bakhtiar, The Real
Me series
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