
The peninsula of Cap-Ferrat is 
intoxicating for both its glamour and 
remarkably unspoilt natural 
surroundings. The charm of this 
forested area on the French Riviera is 

one that has long attracted many of the world’s most 
coveted names in entertainment, art and fashion. Just a few 
decades ago you could have easily bumped into the likes of 
Charlie Chaplin and Somerset Maugham – both of whom 
had homes here. There’s an old-style Riviera glamour that 
permeates the air combined with serene views of the sea 
and the rocky Provençal coastline – an ambiance that 
transfi xes all who visit this heavenly part of France. It is 
here that designer Ali Behnam Bakhtiar has built his home 
as well as established a collection of modern and 
contemporary Iranian and international art with his 
brother Sassan.

“This has become a sort of hang out place,” says Bakhtiar 
who is also based in Dubai. “I work a lot and travel a lot 
and whenever I come back here it is my Zen place. I do 
yoga every morning and I walk on the beaches and I get a 
lot of inspiration for my work and for my designs. It is a 
place that brings me back to my core.” Through its 
architecture and design Ali has sought to further accentuate 
the house’s leisurely and peaceful feel. Streams of light pour 
in from windows located in every area, including the 
bathrooms, endowing the abode with a constant sense of 
serenity and lightness. “I wanted openness in the house – I 
wanted lots of transparency,” he exclaims. “You have views 
from every corner. I created each of the windows to be like 
a story from every place. You have views of the mountains, 
sea, and gardens and you can see these views from any part 
of the house. From morning till evening you can have 
these beautiful and mesmerizing views. You literally live in 
and out of the surrounding garden.” 

When Ali bought the house 15 years ago it was in a very 
different condition from what it is now. Ali changed 
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Artwork in the offi ce space includes Rokni 
Haerizadeh’s We Will Join Hands in Love 
and Rebuild our Country (left) and Shirin 
Neshat’s Ibrahim (right) and an ancient 
Florentine sculpture in the foreground




