
me,” says Sassan who 
considers Saint-Jean-Cap-
Ferrat very much his 
hometown and who was 
even married in Ali’s home. 
“When my parents are in 
town the house becomes a 
place where we all meet 
together. We are a very 
close family and it is here 
that we discuss family and 
business matters and 
generally enjoy each other’s 
company.” As two brothers, 
Ali and Sassan work 
together regularly and share 
with each other their 

thoughts on art and design – aspects that the house also brings together. 
“We really took the house back to its grandeur,” adds Sassan. “I often relay 
my thoughts on contemporary Iranian art to Ali. We discuss artwork and 
design regularly.”

Artworks can be found in every corner of the home. From works by 
Iranian artists Parviz Tanavoli, Farideh Lashai, Nicky Nodjoumi and 
several works by Sassan as well as works by international names, such as 
Botero, Armand, and César, the artwork on display offers a constant sense 
of creativity and inspiration to Ali and his visitors. “We took many works 
from Farideh Lashai when she was alive,” adds Sassan. One of her works 
entitled Iran enlightens the space. “We also have a nice Sepehri artwork,” 
says Sassan. “I love Nicky Nodjoumi – I love the way he goes about his 
paintings, his expression and his style. There’s also a beautiful Reza 
Derakshani that we have.”

True to his craft, it is the design of the house that plays a large role in 
bringing out the character of each artwork. “I wanted the staircase to be an 
art piece as well,” says Ali of the half moon staircase aligned with artworks. 
As soon as you enter the home, the staircase is on your right and you are 
immediately prompted to behold the art that Ali has on display. “I live 
through my art and I live through my design,” he adds. “It is important to 
me because this is what I see all the time and I need to see things that inspire 
me.” Regular visitors will often fi nd a constant rotation of the artworks as 
well as new ones in the home. Sassan and Ali work together to ensure that 
there is a constant fl ow of new works on the walls placed in different areas of 
the home. “When you move a painting from a living room to a bedroom, it 
becomes almost like another painting,” says Ali. “You start seeing different 
things in the painting that before you didn’t see.”

Change is ironically a constant in any creative person’s life and work. Ali 
mentions the variety of projects he is currently working on in the French 
Riviera (he currently has around 14 taking place there), as well as in the 
Middle East and also in India where he is currently fi nalising a property 
that will be like a palace hotel just outside of Jaipur. In the midst of all of 
this he is also renovating his Cap-Ferrat house. I joke that we may need to 
speak again if the house changes too much. He laughs and notes that he is 
just “adding some interior fi nishes on the wall as well as some very beautiful 
antique pieces.” The house itself is a work of art. “It is a work of art in 
constant process,” he agrees. “I constantly have different visions and 
inspirations and my design is something that refl ects in my life as well.” 

A view of the 
pool area and 

surrounding 
terraces

Sassan Behnam Bakhtiar’s My Brothers

A view from 
the top of 
the staircase 
showcasing works 
including Farideh 
Lashai’s Peeing on 
Mossadegh’s Lap, 
and an untitled 
work by Sohrab 
Sepehri below
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